
Welcome Back
We are looking forward to seeing all of you in person as 
soon as possible. Meanwhile, hang in there and talk to us!



Geological Sciences



2020/21 
Enrollment

§Undergraduate Students: 2

§Masters Students: 7

§Doctoral Students: 41

§Postdocs: 13



GS Faculty

§ Faculty: 18

§ Emeritus: 14

§ Associated Faculty: 13
§ Adjunct: Eric Angel (USGS), Jack Lissauer (Ames), 

Tim McHargue, Leslie Magoon (USGS), Charles 
Paull (MBARI), Ken Peters, Noelle Schoellkopf, 
Jorge Vazquez (USGS)

§ Courtesy: Elizabeth Hadly (Biology),  Simon 
Klemperer (GP), Kate Maher (ESS), Tapan Mukerji 
(ERE), Sonia Tiko-Schantz (GP)



Administrative
Staff

Claudia Baroni
Department Manager 

Daniela Dimitrova
Administrative Associate 
(Green)

Julie Hitchcock
Administrative Associate 
(Geocorner)

Kelly Wells
Administrative Associate 
(Geocorner)

Lauren Mendoza
Student Services

Jennifer Kuo
Research Administrator 
(Green)

Jeffrey Wong
Research Administrator 
(Geocorner)



Research Staff & 
Labs

Allegra  Hosford-Scheirer
Phys. Sci. Res. Associate
(BPSM Lab)

Christine Jilly-Rehak
Phys. Sci. Res. Associate 
(SHRIMP Lab)

Peter Blisniuk
R&D Scientist and Engineer 
(Stable Isotope Biogeochem. Lab )

Dale Burns
Phys. Sci. Res. Associate
(Mineral & Microchemical Analysis)



What’s new?

Professor Jane Willenbring, 
Associate Professor



New Students

Stephan Huntsman

Jose (ANDY) Marquez Michael HassonJason Craig

Marianne CoholichAndrea ZorziAdrian Wackett

Travis Clow



Activities to build 
community in 

times of COVID

Weekly events:

§ Tuesdays, 12 pm: Department Seminar

§ Wednesdays, 12 pm: Profs on Parade

§ Thursdays 11:30 am: Department Coffee Break

Extra Events:

§ October 1st:Welcome back  Trivia Show

§ October : Virtual Halloween

§ Other events TBA

(These only build community if we get attendance.  It 
takes a village.)



Postdocs

Ardi Koeshidayatullah
Carbonate Seds
/Geochemistry

(Payne)

Daniel Mills
Eukaryotes & 

Multicellularity
(Sperling)

Lior Rubanenko
Martian dunes, 
craters, and ice 

(Lapotre)

Feng Ke
2-D/Perovskite 
photovoltaics 

(Mao)

Sara Keen
Soil soundscapes 

(Willenbring)



Postdocs

Daniel Ibarra
Isotope geochemistry

& climate
(Chamberlain)

Emma Harrison
Geomorphology of soils

(Willenbring)

Chenxu Wang
Radiation Effects

(Ewing)

David Zhen Yin
Automated uncertainty 

quantification 
(Caers)



Postdocs

Pedro Monarrez
Paleobiology, extinction, 

Body Size Evolution
(Payne)

Shanyuan Niu
High pressure behavior 2D 
materials & photovoltaics

(Mao)

Mekala Sundaram
Conifer biogeography

& macroecology 
(Leslie)

Murray Duncan 
Temperature/O2

ecophysiology
(Sperling)

Nikki Seymour
Cretaceous

shallow subduction
in SW N. America

(Grove)



Visiting scholars 
& 

Lab group staff -Seth Burgess, USGS, Geochronology of mass extinctions, volcanology

-Nader Dutta, Basin modeling

-Marsha Lidzbarski, USGS

-Katharina Methner, Isotope geochemistry, paleoaltimetry

-Markus Zechner, an intelligent agent for Earth resource planning

Yu Lin
Hybrid materials for

Optoelectronic/superhard
applications

Arianna Gleason
Dynamic compression studies

for planetary interiors



COVID &
Research
Restart

We are still on Stage 2 of reopening with only essential 
research personnel now returning to work. Our first priority is 
the health and safety of our students, faculty and staff. 

https://cardinalrecovery.stanford.edu/research/research-
recovery/

For latest COVID-19 related information:

(https://healthalerts.stanford.edu/ ) .

https://cardinalrecovery.stanford.edu/research/research-recovery/
https://healthalerts.stanford.edu/


Changes in 
Travel Policies

§ Travel – Due to COVID-19, Stanford has suspended 
all non-essential, university-sponsored travel, both 
domestic and international, until at least January 4, 
2021. 

§ For travel deemed essential and approved, in advance, 
by the Geological Sciences Department and School of 
Earth, university funds may only be used to 
purchase or reimburse new university-sponsored 
travel expenses when booked through one of the 
Stanford Travel booking channels: Casto, Egencia, 
or United Corporate Direct. This applies to booking 
airfare, hotel, and/or car rentals.



Other recent 
changes

(That will change again.)

Limited exceptions allow gatherings of up to 15 people 
(outdoors, masked, and socially distanced) that provides 
an academic function.

https://healthalerts.stanford.edu/covid-19/prevention-
care/overview-of-gatherings-and-meetings-at-stanford/

New testing program for those regularly coming on to 
campus.

https://healthalerts.stanford.edu/covid-19/prevention-
care/employee-postdoc-testing/

COVID in the Stanford community:

https://healthalerts.stanford.edu/covid-19/covid-
dashboard/

Zones, compacts, ….

https://healthalerts.stanford.edu/covid-19/prevention-care/overview-of-gatherings-and-meetings-at-stanford/
https://healthalerts.stanford.edu/covid-19/prevention-care/employee-postdoc-testing/
https://healthalerts.stanford.edu/covid-19/covid-dashboard/


Undergraduate 
program:

A new major!



Graduate 
program

We are continuing to revise our graduate curriculum

§ Encourage broader exploration of skills and topics 
through classwork and other training

§ Provide more opportunities for interactions across 
research groups

§ Make sure that students have more advocates upon 
graduation

§ Improve our ability to identify and address situations 
where advisor-advisee relationship is not working 

effectively



Respectful 
community

§ We are a team and our department only functions when 
staff, students, faculty, and post-docs all feel that they 
are part of the same mission

§ Make sure to show your appreciation for the hard work 
that others in the department are doing on your behalf

§ Make sure to treat all others in the department as you 
would like to be treated

§ Find opportunities to help others and make connections

§ If you see behaviors that do not meet our standards, 
make sure to say something. If you don’t feel positioned 
to confront the situation directly, let someone else know 
who can address the situation (e.g., dept. chair, dept. 
manager, DGS, SSO, etc.)
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Our structure at Stanford Earth Sciences

Jonathan Payne,


